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Harlow has been honored by the
Amarillo Area Bar Association
with the Chief Justice Charles
Reynolds Lifetime Achievement
Award.  The award is given to an
area lawyer or judge with a distin-
guished legal career who has made
a substantial contribution to the
Amarillo Bar, the community, and
the legal profession.  The award
will be presented to Harlow’s fami-
ly at the Spring Institute Dinner,
which will be held May 4, 2013
at the Amarillo Club.  Harlow
Sprouse was an accomplished trial
lawyer, an expert in legal ethics, a
servant of the bar, and a very kind
person.  He will be missed.
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Funny thing about jury in-
structions is that failing to ask for
a particular one in a civil trial
usually means you waived any
complaint about not getting it.
That is not necessarily true in a
criminal trial.  Some must be giv-
en by the trial judge, even if no
one wants them.

”
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      Needless to say, Ray is 
my model of what a lawyer 
should be. His ability to assess 
a legal issue and to determine 
a workable solution to the 
issue in an efficient and well-
orchestrated manner is second to 
none.

” 
                – Page 2

     William has a stated goal of 
out-doing me, and a matching 
track record, both of which 
signaled that I could be in for 
more direct competition than I 
felt I could handle. Nonetheless, 
the firm extended William a 
job offer over my vociferous 
objections, and he joined the 
firm in 2012. Neither of us has 
gotten the other fired, yet.

”               
– Page 3

Long-time Amarillo attorney, civic leader, 
and native son Robert “Bob” Sanders is the 2014 
recipient of the Charles L. Reynolds Lifetime 
Achievement Award.  This is the highest award be-
stowed by the Amarillo Area Bar Association upon 
one of its members. 

Bob Sanders was born and raised in Ama-
rillo.  He attended Vanderbilt University as a stu-
dent-athlete where he earned his undergraduate 
degree while playing varsity golf.  In 1960, Mr. 
Sanders obtained his law degree from Southern 
Methodist University School of Law and became 
licensed to practice law that same year.

Mr. Sanders had a very distinguished and 
diverse legal career.  From 1971 – 1987, Judge 
Sanders served as United States Magistrate Judge 
for the Northern District of Texas, Amarillo Di-
vision.  In private practice, former Judge Sanders 
was a partner in the Amarillo law firms of Sanders, 

Baker & Jesko, SandersBaker, PC, the Underwood 
Law Firm, and Sprouse Shrader Smith, PC.  Mr. 
Sanders provided legal advice and counsel to area 
businesses, families, educational institutions, and 
healthcare providers.  Mr. Sanders has particular 
expertise in the field of education law and is a for-
mer Director of the Texas Association of Commu-
nity College Attorneys.  He is a past president of 
the Amarillo Area Bar Association.  

Mr. Sanders not only devoted himself to the 
practice of law practice, but continually gave his 
time and energy to the Amarillo community.  He 
served as president and as a general member of the 
Board of Trustees for the Amarillo Independent 
School District, coached for Kids, Inc. and the 
Pony League baseball programs, and performed 
community service through the Amarillo Maver-
ick Boys and Girls Club, Goodwill Industries, Big 
Brothers/Big Sisters, Tascosa Excellence Council, 
and Austin Middle School Excellence Committee, 
just to name a few.  Mr. Sanders was a founder of 
the Amarillo Community Prayer Breakfast.  He is 
a past recipient of the Amarillo Globe News “Man 
of the Year” Award.

In addition to his law practice and commu-
nity service, Mr. Sanders and Bonnie, his wife of 
fifty-four years, raised a great family.  The Sanders 
have four boys that have grown into very successful 
men themselves.

Judge Reynolds would be proud and honored 
that Bob Sanders is receiving the award created in 
his name.  Please join us on May 3, 2014 at the 
Amarillo Area Bar Association Spring Institute din-
ner where we will present Mr. Sanders with this 
well-deserved award.     

2014 Recipient of the
chaRles l. Reynolds lifetime

achievement awaRd:
RobeRt R. sandeRs

youR baR events - may 2014 youR baR events - may 2014
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    Tongue in cheek, he’d ask 

me, “You’re not a black tennis 

shoe lawyer, are you, son?” ”             

         -Page 2

     Words are our trade, 

whether spoken to jurors, 

memorialized in a document, 

or printed in a motion. ”                    

                        -Page 5
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AABA members 
will not want to miss 
our last monthly AABA 
luncheon of the fis-
cal year, which is on 
Thursday, April 11th.  
We are very fortunate 
to have Cynthia Garza, 
Special Fields Bureau 
Chief of the Dallas 
County District Attor-
ney’s Office and Chief 
of the Conviction In-
tegrity Unit (“CIU”) as 
our featured speaker 
for April. Ms. Garza 
will be presenting on 
the topic of “Actual Innocence and 
Wrongful Convictions”.  This presen-
tation highlights the importance of her 
work to reverse wrongful convictions, 
including a recent conviction rever-
sal of Steven Chaney. In 1987, Mr. 
Chaney was convicted of murdering 
a Dallas couple. With assistance of a 
dedicated team (including Ms. Garza) 
his conviction was reversed after 31 
years.

Ms. Garza graduated magna 
cum laude with undergraduate de-
grees in Sociology and Psychology, 

with distinction, from 
Southern Methodist 
University in 2001.  
She received her law 
degree in 2004 from 
Dedman School of 
Law.  

Ms. Garza estab-
lished her own law 
firm after graduation 
and later joined a 
criminal defense firm 
where she honed her 
skills in appellate and 
post-conviction crim-
inal defense.  Ms. 
Garza joined the Dal-

las County District Attorney’s Office’s 
Appellate Division in 2008 and joined 
the Conviction Integrity Unit in Janu-
ary 2010.  Ms. Garza served as Acting 
Chief of the Unit for 10 months before 
being named the Chief of the CIU in 
July 2017.  She has been involved in a 
significant percentage of the Unit’s ex-
onerations and has received numerous 
awards for her efforts in the CIU.

Please join us at the Embassy 
Suites on Thursday, April 11th, to wel-
come Cynthia to Amarillo and hear this 
fascinating presentation.

112 West 8th Ave., #615
Amarillo, Texas 79101
806-371-7226

Cynthia Garza
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AMA-LAW is published monthly 
from September through May by the 
Amarillo Area Bar Association.

Advertisement Rates 
 Single Issue

Business Card $50
Quarter-Page $75
Half-Page $150
Full Page $300
Discounted rates are available for 

multiple issues.  Publication of an adver-
tisement does not imply endorsement of 
any product or service. AABA reserves 
the right to select and edit materials to be 
published. Advertisements are limited to 
those products and services that are 
substantially related to improving the 
legal profession and the legal community 
in the northernmost twenty-six counties 
of the Panhandle of Texas. Contact Janet 
Byars, Executive Director, at 371-7226 or 
director@amarillo-bar.org for more infor- 
mation about advertising in AMA-LAW. 

Contact Us
For more information about your 

local area bar association or for 
address changes, contact Janet  Byars, 
Executive Director, at: 
Amarillo Area Bar Association 
Eagle Center
112 West 8th Avenue, Suite 615 
Amarillo, Texas  79101
e-mail: director@amarillobar.org
Phone: 806-371-7226

Also visit our website at www.amaril-
lo-bar.org for 
information and 
links to both 
local and
state-wide
legal resources.

prEsidEnt’s
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By: Brad Howard

“thE WondEr of You”
My Dad grew up poor in rural Oklahoma, loved Elvis Presley, 

worked very hard, raised four boys with no money but lots of love, 
and was a damn good judge of people. My Dad could watch someone 
for just a few minutes and then declare whether they were “good 
people” or full of BS. He was very proud that I became a lawyer, but 
he had questions. Did I treat other people respectfully? He caused a 
fender bender when I was in high school and got sued and deposed, 
and the other lawyer was not respectful to him. Did I look and act 
like a professional? When my Dad got divorced a long time ago, he 
saw a lawyer at the courthouse who was wearing black slacks and 
black tennis shoes. Tongue in cheek, he’d ask me, “You’re not a 
black tennis shoe lawyer, are you, son?” And my Dad really enjoyed 
the movie “And Justice for All,” and wanted to know whether, like the 
lawyers in that movie (including Dustin Hoffman), I cared about my 
clients and other people.

My Dad would have been especially pleased to observe the 
happenings at the First Annual “Beef with the Bench” event on 
March 28th. On that night, dozens of local attorneys gathered to 
raise money to support Legal Aid of Northwest Texas in its mission to 
help other people. A committee of local lawyers chaired by Andrew 
Evans worked very hard to organize the event in very little time. 
Dinner tickets were priced pretty high to raise money, yet tables were 
full of lawyers and their guests. Local philanthropists gave great door 
prizes that were auctioned off to the highest bidders. Dusty Stockard 
cajoled lawyers to pay a little too much to hunt, drink, or wear a 
pearl necklace- all in the name of charity. Judges paid their own 
way and gave their time to entertain guests with a funny rendition of 
Judicial Family Feud, hosted by Judge Schaap (as Steve Harvey). 
Texas Tech basketball fans even missed the first part of their Sweet 
Sixteen game to attend. Kay Pechin and her team stayed afterwards 
with Courtney White, Alex Yarbrough, and a handful of volunteers to 
clean up. Everyone in attendance did a little more than they had to in 

order to support this fundraiser 
for Legal Aid of Northwest 
Texas. How much money was 
raised is unknown at the writing 
of this article, but it was a great 
effort by local lawyers to gather 
for fun to benefit a great cause 
and help others. And there was 
not a black tennis shoe in sight! 
Congratulations to our wonderful 
local bar for stepping up to help 
others.
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aaYla 2019
“old laWYEr of thE YEar”

CharlEs King 
The Amarillo Area Young Law-

yer’s Association is proud to announce 
that Charles King has been named 
the 2019 “Old Lawyer of the Year”.  
Charles was born in Muleshoe, Tex-
as on July 27, 1946, and your humble 
author will undoubtedly be in trouble 
for including that piece of information 
in this article.  Charles spent his entire 
childhood in Muleshoe, where he was 
affectionately referred to as “Mouse” 
during his youth. He attended Texas 
Tech University and Texas Tech Uni-
versity School of Law, where he grad-
uated in 1975.  Upon graduation from 
law school, Charles began his career 
with the Gibson, Ochsner, & Adkins 
law firm in Amarillo, where he prac-
ticed until 2003.  Since 2003, Charles 
has been with the Sprouse, Shrader, 
Smith law firm.  Charles has spent his 
entire career practicing in the areas 
of estate planning, wealth manage-

Charles King

Virtual Office - Day Office - Office Suites - Conference Rooms - CoWorking

600 S. Tyler, Suite 2100 • 806-350-7410 
cathy@downtownexeco ice.com

downtownexeco�ce.com

FirstBank Southwest has a full-time opening for 
a Wealth Management Account Officer at our 
Amarillo, TX location.  An associate’s degree 

or bachelor’s degree in Finance, Accounting or 
other business related field is preferred, with at 
least 4-10 years of financial services industry 
experience. To apply, submit your resume to 

resumes@fbsw.com or go 
to FBSW.com to learn more.

ment and probate law, and is board 
certified by the Texas Board of Legal 
Specialization in Estate Planning and 
Probate Law.  He is also a Fellow of 
the American College of Trust and 
Estate Counsel.  

Charles is more than deserving 
of the “Old Lawyer of the Year Award” 
because he is, in fact, old.  Howev-
er, the award is not meant to simply 
recognize the ability to stay alive, but 
is in fact meant to recognize local at-
torneys who have been instrumental 
in mentoring the next generation of 
Amarillo lawyers.  Charles has been a 
model mentor for many estate plan-
ning and probate attorneys during his 
entire career.  In fact, Shyla Buckner, 
a Charles King protégé for the last 26 
years, stated that “Charles is a father 
figure to the people he has mentored, 
attorneys and staff alike, and is a 
friend to his clients and colleagues”. 

On a personal level, Charles has 
loved the same woman since middle 
school (his wife Jan, whom he mar-
ried in 1967).  He and Jan have 3 
children, 4 grandchildren, and 1 great 
grandchild. Charles has stated his in-
tention to retire in the coming months 
to spend more time with his family.  
This is the 4th consecutive year that 
Charles has made this comment, so 
only time will tell whether it actually 
sticks.  The AAYLA would like to wish 
Charles well in his retirement, if it is 
actually happening, and would like to 
congratulate him on this prestigious 
award.  

There will be a luncheon on April 
23 at 11:30 a.m. at the Amarillo Club 
to celebrate our 2019 “Old Lawyer 
of the Year” and to bestow praise on 
Mr. King.  And no Charles, there is no 
cash prize associated with the award, 
so please stop asking.    

Whether your trial is in Amarillo or Lubbock, 

My Place has you covered.

AMARILLO

(806) 803-9501
2208 Cinema Drive
Amarillo, TX 79124

LUBBOCK

(806) 701-4196
6219 62nd Street

Lubbock, TX 79424

myplacehotels.com
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I invoke the prerogative to change things up this 
month.

“It’s only words, and words are all I have to take 
your heart away.”  (“Words,” Bee Gees).  I’m a child 
of the 60s and 70s (decades, not age . . . though I’m 
getting there).  It was a time of morphing musical 
styles and expanding lyrics.  I guess that’s when I 
realized that a few words placed in appropriate order 
can say so much.  Their selection and structure still 
play a major role in my life, and every other person’s.  

Though few of us would admit it now, I bet you 
can remember a time or two when you struggled to 
place together certain words to express that certain 
feeling to that certain person . . . kind of like what the 
Bee Gees said in the lyric above.  If you’re reading 
this, then you still do that but only for a different 
purpose.  Poems may be gone but communication 
through words remains.  

Words are our trade, whether spoken to jurors, 
memorialized in a document, or printed in a motion.  
We’ve heard them all our lives and use them every 
day.  And, in listening to others, I bet there were times 
you wanted to tell the speaker “you talk too much, you 
worry me to death, you talk too much, you even worry 
my pet.” (“You Talk Too Much,” Jones & Hall).  If you 
have, then it’s most likely that others have wanted to 
say that to you.  This likelihood influences my writing, 
both personal and professional. 

Years ago, when he was Chief Justice, Charlie 
Reynolds told me that “the more you say, the better 
chance of saying the wrong thing.”  I ignored this 
advice a time or two over the years, much to my regret.  
Yet, it’s been my guide for the most part.  In trying to 
heed it, I discovered that it takes more time and effort 
to succinctly explain a thought or position than it does 
to just whip something down on the page.  With too 
many words, I lose the reader.  With too few, I lose 
the reader.  The game and goal lie in the balance, and 

the reader’s time is important enough to strive for that 
balance.  I’d hope that would be the game and goal of 
every lawyer, whether practicing or on the bench.  

It may take a novel to get the point across, but, 
usually it doesn’t.  To convince me, I’d rather the writer 
follow John Wayne’s mantra of “talk low, talk slow and 
don’t say too much.”  And, if you spend a bit more 
time to select the right, concise words, maybe you’ll 
hear me parrot Dorothy when she told Jerry McGuire: 
“Shut up.  Just shut up.  You had me at hello.”                              

aaYla updatE
By Courtney White

Hi everyone!  Here’s what’s 
going on at AAYLA:

Beef with the Bench!  AAYLA, 
AABF, and AABA are hosting “Beef 
with the Bench” on Thursday, March 
28 at the Commercial Exhibits Hall 
at the Tri-State Fairgrounds.  All 
proceeds with benefit Legal Aid of 
NorthWest Texas.  Please join us for 
fellowship, ribeye steaks prepared 
by the Coors Cowboy Club, and a 
special edition of “Judicial Family 
Feud”!

Easter Egg Hunt!  Our annual 
Easter Egg Hunt will be on Friday, 
April 19, 2019 at 4pm on the Potter 
County Courthouse Lawn.  Bring 
your families to hunt eggs and meet 
the Easter Bunny!

Bunny Hop 5k!  Our annual 
Bunny Hop 5k at Thompson Park 
will be on Saturday, April 20, 2019 
at 9 am.  This year’s proceeds will 
benefit the AC Kids’ College Trial 
Academy.  Come exercise before 
you eat your Easter Ham!

Old Lawyer of the Year 
Luncheon!  This year’s Old Lawyer 
of the Year is Charles King!  Please 
join us to celebrate Charles (and tell 
war stories) on Tuesday, April 23, 
2019, at 11:30 am at the Amarillo 
Club.

Wills Clinic for the Amarillo 
Fire Department! Please contact 
me at courtney.white@amarillo.gov 
if you are interested in helping us 
provide estate planning documents 
for our firefighters.

Congratulations, Tim 
Williams! Please join me in 
congratulating our very own Tim 
Williams, who will be serving as 
Chair of the TYLA Board next year!  
Congratulations, Tim!
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Alisa
Scott

Buffy
Haden

Joby
Mills

Terri
Wright

Terry
Wright

Jason
Carter

Todd
Wetsel

Kevin
Rider

Chris 
Klemme Hunter

Vagrosky

&Preserving
Wealth.

Creating,
Managing

Those documents can 
only stack so high..
Let us lend a hand!
•  Document Copying & Printing
•  Scan To Disc
•  Bates Numbering
•  Courtroom Display Posters
•  Photo Printing
•  Blow Backs
•  Same Day Turnarounds
•  Competitive Rates
•  Free Pick Up/Delivery (Amarillo)

Only litigation copying center in the
Texas Panhandle with over 23 years experience

•  Black & white copies as low as $0.12 each
•  Color copies as low as $0.49 each
•  Scanning as low as $0.16 each
•  2x3 Trial Exhibit Boards as low as $40.00 each

416 SW 8th Street  •  Amarillo, TX 79101  •  806.342.0606 ext. 24



young lawyeR
of the month

By Richard Biggs
William Biggs is my “little” brother. 

I’m not sure where he got the idea, although 
an intense sibling rivalry during early years 
might be in play, but William tells people 
that among his life ambitions is a deep seat-
ed desire to surpass his older brother – me. 
When asked, William usually concedes that 
there are a variety of ways to measure an in-
dividual’s accomplishments, and that it’s not 
a serious goal, anyways. But in the very next 
breath, William will consistently point out 
that while we both attended undergrad at 
the University of Texas at Austin, he had the 
higher grades. 

As a result of his higher grades and test 
scores (William was one question away from 
a perfect LSAT score), William attended 
the University of Chicago for law school. In 
Chicago, William discovered that, unlike in 
Texas, November snow would stick around 
until April, and  his South-side neighbors 
weren’t as consistently friendly as the folks 

back in Amarillo. 
After one year in Chicago, William de-

cided that he wanted settle down in Texas, so 
he spent his law school summer working at 
Mullin Hoard & Brown. I found this to be 
an unexpected and worrisome development 
because I’ve observed that one quick way to 
the unemployment line is to be replaced by 
someone more suited for the job. William 
has a stated goal of out-doing me, and a 
matching track record, both of which sig-
naled that I could be in for more direct com-
petition than I felt I could handle. Nonethe-
less, the firm extended William a job offer 
over my vociferous objections, and he joined 
the firm in 2012. Neither of us has gotten 
the other fired, yet.

William’s geographic preference wasn’t 
the only surprise; he didn’t move back to 
Amarillo alone, either. While in Chicago, 
William used his expansive powers of per-
suasion to hoodwink a beautiful young lady, 

Sara Simpson, into joining him in his move 
to Amarillo. I’m not sure what William told 
Sara to convince her that Amarillo was, like 
Chicago, a very exciting and urban place to 
live. Whatever the story was, it worked, and 
they are engaged to be married in October.

William is now in his second full year 
of practice as a litigation associate at Mul-
lin Hoard & Brown. As far as I can tell, he 
spends his free time preoccupied with home 
maintenance, Dr. Who, and his lovely fian-
cée. I’m supposed to write that his family is 
all very proud of him, which is true. I count 
myself lucky to work with such a talented, 
smart, and honest young man, and I am su-
premely confident that he will have a bright 
and illustrious future as long as he continues 
to follow in my footsteps.

William Biggs
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Ethics Helpline
The State Bar of Texas offers a free Ethics Helpline service for

attorneys with questions about their obligations under the Texas
Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct.   There are two attor-
neys who staff the helpline and render nonbinding, nonconfidential
advice. 

The State Bar of Texas Ethics Helpline phone number is (800)
532-3947.  It is operated during normal business hours. 

Veterans Oral History Project
As part of the Library of Congress’ Veterans History Project,

the State Bar and the Texas Court Reporters Association have unit-
ed to record and preserve the oral histories of Texas lawyers who
have served in the U.S. Armed Forces.  If you are interested in be-
ing a part of this project, please call the AABA office (371-7226) or
e-mail us at director@amarillobar.org.
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Downtown Amarillo’s
Premier Office Space and Commercial Condos

Call Jeffrey Tidmore @ 806-372-9160

LEGAL BRIEFS

If you have news, we want to hear from you.  Send your infor-
mation to the AABA:  email director@amarillobar.org, fax 379-
9259, or call 371-7226.

Law Office of Titiana D. Frausto
Announcing the opening of the Law Office of

Titiana D. Frausto in the Chase Building, 600 S. Tyler,
Suite 1505.  Mrs. Frausto focuses mainly in the areas of
Criminal Defense and Family Law. She practiced for
three years as an associate with the Abbott Law Office.
Mrs. Frausto strives to provide quality legal representa-
tion and personalized attention to residents of the Texas
Panhandle. 

loving care may prove ungrateful.
Those who are nearest and dearest to us,
those whom we trust with our happi-
ness and our good name may become
traitors to their faith.  The money that a
man has, he may lose.  It flies away from
him, perhaps when he needs it most.  A
man’s reputation may be sacrificed in a
moment of ill-considered action.  The
people who are prone to fall on their
knees to do us honor when success is
with us, may be the first to throw the
stone of malice when failure settles its
cloud upon our heads.

The one absolutely unselfish
friend that man can have in this selfish
world, the one that never deserts him,
the one that never proves ungrateful or
treacherous is his dog.  A man’s dog
stands by him in prosperity and in
poverty, in health and in sickness.  He
will sleep on the cold ground, where the
wintry winds blow and the snow drives
fiercely, if only he may be near his mas-
ter’s side.  He will kiss the hand that has
no food to offer.  He will lick the
wounds and sores that come in encoun-
ters with the roughness of the world.
He guards the sleep of his pauper mas-
ter as if he were a prince.  When all oth-
er friends desert, he remains.  When
riches take wings, and reputation falls to
pieces, he is as constant in his love as the
sun in its journey through the heavens.

If fortune drives the master forth,
an outcast in the world, friendless and
homeless, the faithful dog asks no high-
er privilege than that of accompanying
him, to guard him against danger, to
fight against his enemies.  And when the
last scene of all comes, and death takes
his master in its embrace and his body is
laid away in the cold ground, no matter
if all other friends pursue their way,
there by the graveside will the noble dog
be found, his head between his paws, his
eyes sad, but open in alert watchfulness,
faithful and true even in death.

George Graham Vest - c. 1855
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The Chief Justice Charles Reynolds
Lifetime Achievement Award
Awarded to Harlow Sprouse

The Texas legal community lost an important contributor on April 5,
2013.

Harlow Sprouse was born March
19, 1931 in Vega. In the early 1950s
Harlow served in the Air Force as an
electrician and bomber on the B-36,
“the Big Stick”.  After serving his coun-
try he then graduated from the
University of North Texas in 1956 with
a degree in Political Science.  At The
University of Texas School of Law,
Harlow participated in the First Annual
Moot Court and gained legendary status
for turning down the Texas Law Review
because he was told that one couldn’t do
both Law Review and Moot Court.  In
1959 he won the school’s Moot Court
and was named the Outstanding Senior
Student.  Harlow finished third in his
class, and received the second highest score on the bar exam in 1960.

Harlow’s law career began with the Underwood Law Firm in Amarillo,
Texas in 1960.   He was Board-Certified by the Texas Board of Legal
Specialization in Civil Trial Law.  In the 1970s, he served as President of the
Amarillo Bar, went on to serve as the Director of the State Bar of Texas from
1975-1978, and became a Fellow of the American College of Trial Lawyers in
1980 and chairman of the Texas Bar Foundation 1980-1981.  In 1984 he co-au-
thored the “Texas Trial Notebook.”  He served as a Board Member for the Texas
Center for Legal Ethics and Professionalism from 1978 to 1999.

In 1990 Harlow co-founded the Sprouse, Mozola, Smith and Rowley Law
Firm, which eventually evolved into the Sprouse Shrader Smith firm of today.
During this time he was elected chairman of the Fellows of the Texas Bar
Foundation and received the State Bar President’s Award of Merit in 1995.  He
also worked tirelessly on the Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct
Committee. 

Harlow was most proud of the Texas Lawyer’s Creed, which is the Supreme
Court approved aspirational guide for all attorneys in the areas of civility and
professionalism.  Harlow, along with Justice Eugene Cook, Fred Hagans, Blackie
Holmes, and Judge Lamar McCorkle, worked hard in 1988 to develop a docu-
ment that could serve the administration of justice for many years.  In 1994
Harlow was appointed by State Bar President Jim Branton to chair a committee
to observe the fifth anniversary of the creed and to make suggestions for im-
provement.  In a 1994 Bar Journal article he wrote: “The creed is a covenant
from lawyers to the legal profession, to clients and other lawyers, and to judges
that expresses the philosophy and spirit of justice on which our country’s legal
system is founded.”

Harlow has been honored by the Amarillo Area Bar Association with the
Chief Justice Charles Reynolds Lifetime Achievement Award.  The award is giv-
en to an area lawyer or judge with a distinguished legal career who has made a
substantial contribution to the Amarillo Bar, the community, and the legal pro-
fession.  The award will be presented to Harlow’s family at the Spring Institute
Dinner, which will be held May 4, 2013 at the Amarillo Club.

Harlow Sprouse was an accomplished trial lawyer, an expert in legal ethics,
a servant of the bar, and a very kind person.  He will be missed. 
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The Eagle Centre
112 W. 8th, Suite 800

(806) 353-1668
Samaritan Counseling Center is a faith-based counseling center
offering professional counseling to individuals and families in the
Texas Panhandle.

Services available include:
• Children’s Play Therapy
• Grief Counseling
• Individual Psychotherapy

• Marriage and Family Counseling
• Misic Therapy
• Spiritual Direction & Consultation
• Trauma & Crisis Debriefing

Position available immediately.
Mullin Hoard & Brown is seeking an experienced 
paralegal in the Amarillo office. MHB focuses 
on document-intensive cases, and the position 
supports multiple attorneys in fast-paced 
litigation. The individual will help prepare or 
assemble complex legal documents, review and 
maintain litigation files until completion, conduct 
basic research using online sources and must 
possess excellent skills in multi-tasking, working 
independently and with a team, and detail to 
organization. Proficiency at Microsoft Word, 
TABS (or other time-keeping software), and other 
computer basics is a requirement. This is not an 
entry level position as we are seeking a qualified 
candidate with heavy civil litigation experience.

Please contact Jerry Wyckoff at (806) 372-1129 or 
jwyckoff@mhba.com , or by fax at (806) 372-5086.

Amarillo Area Bar Foundation Scholarships 
The Amarillo Area Bar Foundation has awarded 3 scholarships 

of $2,000 each to the following students:
Cole Brown from Turkey, Texas, a student at Texas Tech School 

of Law; Chase Robert Newsom from Amarillo, Texas, to begin this 
Fall at South Texas College of Law; and Eric Odom from Dimmit, 
Texas, a student at OU College of Law.
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The Historic Amarillo Building, built in 1925, proudly 
stands as Amarillo’s oldest high-rise.

Restored to its Art-Deco grandeur by owners Kevin and 
Ginger Nelson, Amarillo’s history permeates throughout 
as Amarillo’s most respected businesses, accounting and 
law firms continue to make their mark.  
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com and you will win a 
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law schools are in Texas?
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Prior to becoming a  Randall County Court 
at Law Judge  for the last 12 years, Ronnie  
was in private practice for over 30 years. He 
is Texas  State  Bar  Board  Certified in 
Consumer Bankruptcy Law,  Business 
Bankruptcy Law,  and   Family Law. He 
will practice  in  those  areas  as  well as 
probate/guardianship law, agricultural  law 
and  general  practice. 
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young lawyeR
of the month

By Richard Biggs
William Biggs is my “little” brother. 

I’m not sure where he got the idea, although 
an intense sibling rivalry during early years 
might be in play, but William tells people 
that among his life ambitions is a deep seat-
ed desire to surpass his older brother – me. 
When asked, William usually concedes that 
there are a variety of ways to measure an in-
dividual’s accomplishments, and that it’s not 
a serious goal, anyways. But in the very next 
breath, William will consistently point out 
that while we both attended undergrad at 
the University of Texas at Austin, he had the 
higher grades. 

As a result of his higher grades and test 
scores (William was one question away from 
a perfect LSAT score), William attended 
the University of Chicago for law school. In 
Chicago, William discovered that, unlike in 
Texas, November snow would stick around 
until April, and  his South-side neighbors 
weren’t as consistently friendly as the folks 

back in Amarillo. 
After one year in Chicago, William de-

cided that he wanted settle down in Texas, so 
he spent his law school summer working at 
Mullin Hoard & Brown. I found this to be 
an unexpected and worrisome development 
because I’ve observed that one quick way to 
the unemployment line is to be replaced by 
someone more suited for the job. William 
has a stated goal of out-doing me, and a 
matching track record, both of which sig-
naled that I could be in for more direct com-
petition than I felt I could handle. Nonethe-
less, the firm extended William a job offer 
over my vociferous objections, and he joined 
the firm in 2012. Neither of us has gotten 
the other fired, yet.

William’s geographic preference wasn’t 
the only surprise; he didn’t move back to 
Amarillo alone, either. While in Chicago, 
William used his expansive powers of per-
suasion to hoodwink a beautiful young lady, 

Sara Simpson, into joining him in his move 
to Amarillo. I’m not sure what William told 
Sara to convince her that Amarillo was, like 
Chicago, a very exciting and urban place to 
live. Whatever the story was, it worked, and 
they are engaged to be married in October.

William is now in his second full year 
of practice as a litigation associate at Mul-
lin Hoard & Brown. As far as I can tell, he 
spends his free time preoccupied with home 
maintenance, Dr. Who, and his lovely fian-
cée. I’m supposed to write that his family is 
all very proud of him, which is true. I count 
myself lucky to work with such a talented, 
smart, and honest young man, and I am su-
premely confident that he will have a bright 
and illustrious future as long as he continues 
to follow in my footsteps.

William Biggs
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Ethics Helpline
The State Bar of Texas offers a free Ethics Helpline service for

attorneys with questions about their obligations under the Texas
Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct.   There are two attor-
neys who staff the helpline and render nonbinding, nonconfidential
advice. 

The State Bar of Texas Ethics Helpline phone number is (800)
532-3947.  It is operated during normal business hours. 

Veterans Oral History Project
As part of the Library of Congress’ Veterans History Project,

the State Bar and the Texas Court Reporters Association have unit-
ed to record and preserve the oral histories of Texas lawyers who
have served in the U.S. Armed Forces.  If you are interested in be-
ing a part of this project, please call the AABA office (371-7226) or
e-mail us at director@amarillobar.org.
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Downtown Amarillo’s
Premier Office Space and Commercial Condos

Call Jeffrey Tidmore @ 806-372-9160

LEGAL BRIEFS

If you have news, we want to hear from you.  Send your infor-
mation to the AABA:  email director@amarillobar.org, fax 379-
9259, or call 371-7226.

Law Office of Titiana D. Frausto
Announcing the opening of the Law Office of

Titiana D. Frausto in the Chase Building, 600 S. Tyler,
Suite 1505.  Mrs. Frausto focuses mainly in the areas of
Criminal Defense and Family Law. She practiced for
three years as an associate with the Abbott Law Office.
Mrs. Frausto strives to provide quality legal representa-
tion and personalized attention to residents of the Texas
Panhandle. 

loving care may prove ungrateful.
Those who are nearest and dearest to us,
those whom we trust with our happi-
ness and our good name may become
traitors to their faith.  The money that a
man has, he may lose.  It flies away from
him, perhaps when he needs it most.  A
man’s reputation may be sacrificed in a
moment of ill-considered action.  The
people who are prone to fall on their
knees to do us honor when success is
with us, may be the first to throw the
stone of malice when failure settles its
cloud upon our heads.

The one absolutely unselfish
friend that man can have in this selfish
world, the one that never deserts him,
the one that never proves ungrateful or
treacherous is his dog.  A man’s dog
stands by him in prosperity and in
poverty, in health and in sickness.  He
will sleep on the cold ground, where the
wintry winds blow and the snow drives
fiercely, if only he may be near his mas-
ter’s side.  He will kiss the hand that has
no food to offer.  He will lick the
wounds and sores that come in encoun-
ters with the roughness of the world.
He guards the sleep of his pauper mas-
ter as if he were a prince.  When all oth-
er friends desert, he remains.  When
riches take wings, and reputation falls to
pieces, he is as constant in his love as the
sun in its journey through the heavens.

If fortune drives the master forth,
an outcast in the world, friendless and
homeless, the faithful dog asks no high-
er privilege than that of accompanying
him, to guard him against danger, to
fight against his enemies.  And when the
last scene of all comes, and death takes
his master in its embrace and his body is
laid away in the cold ground, no matter
if all other friends pursue their way,
there by the graveside will the noble dog
be found, his head between his paws, his
eyes sad, but open in alert watchfulness,
faithful and true even in death.

George Graham Vest - c. 1855
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None were present to win

The Chief Justice Charles Reynolds
Lifetime Achievement Award
Awarded to Harlow Sprouse

The Texas legal community lost an important contributor on April 5,
2013.

Harlow Sprouse was born March
19, 1931 in Vega. In the early 1950s
Harlow served in the Air Force as an
electrician and bomber on the B-36,
“the Big Stick”.  After serving his coun-
try he then graduated from the
University of North Texas in 1956 with
a degree in Political Science.  At The
University of Texas School of Law,
Harlow participated in the First Annual
Moot Court and gained legendary status
for turning down the Texas Law Review
because he was told that one couldn’t do
both Law Review and Moot Court.  In
1959 he won the school’s Moot Court
and was named the Outstanding Senior
Student.  Harlow finished third in his
class, and received the second highest score on the bar exam in 1960.

Harlow’s law career began with the Underwood Law Firm in Amarillo,
Texas in 1960.   He was Board-Certified by the Texas Board of Legal
Specialization in Civil Trial Law.  In the 1970s, he served as President of the
Amarillo Bar, went on to serve as the Director of the State Bar of Texas from
1975-1978, and became a Fellow of the American College of Trial Lawyers in
1980 and chairman of the Texas Bar Foundation 1980-1981.  In 1984 he co-au-
thored the “Texas Trial Notebook.”  He served as a Board Member for the Texas
Center for Legal Ethics and Professionalism from 1978 to 1999.

In 1990 Harlow co-founded the Sprouse, Mozola, Smith and Rowley Law
Firm, which eventually evolved into the Sprouse Shrader Smith firm of today.
During this time he was elected chairman of the Fellows of the Texas Bar
Foundation and received the State Bar President’s Award of Merit in 1995.  He
also worked tirelessly on the Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct
Committee. 

Harlow was most proud of the Texas Lawyer’s Creed, which is the Supreme
Court approved aspirational guide for all attorneys in the areas of civility and
professionalism.  Harlow, along with Justice Eugene Cook, Fred Hagans, Blackie
Holmes, and Judge Lamar McCorkle, worked hard in 1988 to develop a docu-
ment that could serve the administration of justice for many years.  In 1994
Harlow was appointed by State Bar President Jim Branton to chair a committee
to observe the fifth anniversary of the creed and to make suggestions for im-
provement.  In a 1994 Bar Journal article he wrote: “The creed is a covenant
from lawyers to the legal profession, to clients and other lawyers, and to judges
that expresses the philosophy and spirit of justice on which our country’s legal
system is founded.”

Harlow has been honored by the Amarillo Area Bar Association with the
Chief Justice Charles Reynolds Lifetime Achievement Award.  The award is giv-
en to an area lawyer or judge with a distinguished legal career who has made a
substantial contribution to the Amarillo Bar, the community, and the legal pro-
fession.  The award will be presented to Harlow’s family at the Spring Institute
Dinner, which will be held May 4, 2013 at the Amarillo Club.

Harlow Sprouse was an accomplished trial lawyer, an expert in legal ethics,
a servant of the bar, and a very kind person.  He will be missed. 
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The Eagle Centre
112 W. 8th, Suite 800

(806) 353-1668
Samaritan Counseling Center is a faith-based counseling center
offering professional counseling to individuals and families in the
Texas Panhandle.

Services available include:
• Children’s Play Therapy
• Grief Counseling
• Individual Psychotherapy

• Marriage and Family Counseling
• Misic Therapy
• Spiritual Direction & Consultation
• Trauma & Crisis Debriefing

Position available immediately.
Mullin Hoard & Brown is seeking an experienced 
paralegal in the Amarillo office. MHB focuses 
on document-intensive cases, and the position 
supports multiple attorneys in fast-paced 
litigation. The individual will help prepare or 
assemble complex legal documents, review and 
maintain litigation files until completion, conduct 
basic research using online sources and must 
possess excellent skills in multi-tasking, working 
independently and with a team, and detail to 
organization. Proficiency at Microsoft Word, 
TABS (or other time-keeping software), and other 
computer basics is a requirement. This is not an 
entry level position as we are seeking a qualified 
candidate with heavy civil litigation experience.

Please contact Jerry Wyckoff at (806) 372-1129 or 
jwyckoff@mhba.com , or by fax at (806) 372-5086.

Amarillo Area Bar Foundation Scholarships 
The Amarillo Area Bar Foundation has awarded 3 scholarships 

of $2,000 each to the following students:
Cole Brown from Turkey, Texas, a student at Texas Tech School 

of Law; Chase Robert Newsom from Amarillo, Texas, to begin this 
Fall at South Texas College of Law; and Eric Odom from Dimmit, 
Texas, a student at OU College of Law.
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Restored to its Art-Deco grandeur by owners Kevin and 
Ginger Nelson, Amarillo’s history permeates throughout 
as Amarillo’s most respected businesses, accounting and 
law firms continue to make their mark.  

images courtesy The Amarillo Public Library

AABA History Quiz 
WIN A ROLLING BRIEFCASE!
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Prior to becoming a  Randall County Court 
at Law Judge  for the last 12 years, Ronnie  
was in private practice for over 30 years. He 
is Texas  State  Bar  Board  Certified in 
Consumer Bankruptcy Law,  Business 
Bankruptcy Law,  and   Family Law. He 
will practice  in  those  areas  as  well as 
probate/guardianship law, agricultural  law 
and  general  practice. 
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7th Court of
appEals updatE

By Chief Justice Brian Quinn
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I invoke the prerogative to change things up this 
month.

“It’s only words, and words are all I have to take 
your heart away.”  (“Words,” Bee Gees).  I’m a child 
of the 60s and 70s (decades, not age . . . though I’m 
getting there).  It was a time of morphing musical 
styles and expanding lyrics.  I guess that’s when I 
realized that a few words placed in appropriate order 
can say so much.  Their selection and structure still 
play a major role in my life, and every other person’s.  

Though few of us would admit it now, I bet you 
can remember a time or two when you struggled to 
place together certain words to express that certain 
feeling to that certain person . . . kind of like what the 
Bee Gees said in the lyric above.  If you’re reading 
this, then you still do that but only for a different 
purpose.  Poems may be gone but communication 
through words remains.  

Words are our trade, whether spoken to jurors, 
memorialized in a document, or printed in a motion.  
We’ve heard them all our lives and use them every 
day.  And, in listening to others, I bet there were times 
you wanted to tell the speaker “you talk too much, you 
worry me to death, you talk too much, you even worry 
my pet.” (“You Talk Too Much,” Jones & Hall).  If you 
have, then it’s most likely that others have wanted to 
say that to you.  This likelihood influences my writing, 
both personal and professional. 

Years ago, when he was Chief Justice, Charlie 
Reynolds told me that “the more you say, the better 
chance of saying the wrong thing.”  I ignored this 
advice a time or two over the years, much to my regret.  
Yet, it’s been my guide for the most part.  In trying to 
heed it, I discovered that it takes more time and effort 
to succinctly explain a thought or position than it does 
to just whip something down on the page.  With too 
many words, I lose the reader.  With too few, I lose 
the reader.  The game and goal lie in the balance, and 

the reader’s time is important enough to strive for that 
balance.  I’d hope that would be the game and goal of 
every lawyer, whether practicing or on the bench.  

It may take a novel to get the point across, but, 
usually it doesn’t.  To convince me, I’d rather the writer 
follow John Wayne’s mantra of “talk low, talk slow and 
don’t say too much.”  And, if you spend a bit more 
time to select the right, concise words, maybe you’ll 
hear me parrot Dorothy when she told Jerry McGuire: 
“Shut up.  Just shut up.  You had me at hello.”                              

aaYla updatE
By Courtney White

Hi everyone!  Here’s what’s 
going on at AAYLA:

Beef with the Bench!  AAYLA, 
AABF, and AABA are hosting “Beef 
with the Bench” on Thursday, March 
28 at the Commercial Exhibits Hall 
at the Tri-State Fairgrounds.  All 
proceeds with benefit Legal Aid of 
NorthWest Texas.  Please join us for 
fellowship, ribeye steaks prepared 
by the Coors Cowboy Club, and a 
special edition of “Judicial Family 
Feud”!

Easter Egg Hunt!  Our annual 
Easter Egg Hunt will be on Friday, 
April 19, 2019 at 4pm on the Potter 
County Courthouse Lawn.  Bring 
your families to hunt eggs and meet 
the Easter Bunny!

Bunny Hop 5k!  Our annual 
Bunny Hop 5k at Thompson Park 
will be on Saturday, April 20, 2019 
at 9 am.  This year’s proceeds will 
benefit the AC Kids’ College Trial 
Academy.  Come exercise before 
you eat your Easter Ham!

Old Lawyer of the Year 
Luncheon!  This year’s Old Lawyer 
of the Year is Charles King!  Please 
join us to celebrate Charles (and tell 
war stories) on Tuesday, April 23, 
2019, at 11:30 am at the Amarillo 
Club.

Wills Clinic for the Amarillo 
Fire Department! Please contact 
me at courtney.white@amarillo.gov 
if you are interested in helping us 
provide estate planning documents 
for our firefighters.

Congratulations, Tim 
Williams! Please join me in 
congratulating our very own Tim 
Williams, who will be serving as 
Chair of the TYLA Board next year!  
Congratulations, Tim!
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Those documents can 
only stack so high..
Let us lend a hand!
•  Document Copying & Printing
•  Scan To Disc
•  Bates Numbering
•  Courtroom Display Posters
•  Photo Printing
•  Blow Backs
•  Same Day Turnarounds
•  Competitive Rates
•  Free Pick Up/Delivery (Amarillo)

Only litigation copying center in the
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aaYla 2019
“old laWYEr of thE YEar”

CharlEs King 
The Amarillo Area Young Law-

yer’s Association is proud to announce 
that Charles King has been named 
the 2019 “Old Lawyer of the Year”.  
Charles was born in Muleshoe, Tex-
as on July 27, 1946, and your humble 
author will undoubtedly be in trouble 
for including that piece of information 
in this article.  Charles spent his entire 
childhood in Muleshoe, where he was 
affectionately referred to as “Mouse” 
during his youth. He attended Texas 
Tech University and Texas Tech Uni-
versity School of Law, where he grad-
uated in 1975.  Upon graduation from 
law school, Charles began his career 
with the Gibson, Ochsner, & Adkins 
law firm in Amarillo, where he prac-
ticed until 2003.  Since 2003, Charles 
has been with the Sprouse, Shrader, 
Smith law firm.  Charles has spent his 
entire career practicing in the areas 
of estate planning, wealth manage-

Charles King

Virtual Office - Day Office - Office Suites - Conference Rooms - CoWorking

600 S. Tyler, Suite 2100 • 806-350-7410 
cathy@downtownexeco ice.com

downtownexeco�ce.com

FirstBank Southwest has a full-time opening for 
a Wealth Management Account Officer at our 
Amarillo, TX location.  An associate’s degree 

or bachelor’s degree in Finance, Accounting or 
other business related field is preferred, with at 
least 4-10 years of financial services industry 
experience. To apply, submit your resume to 

resumes@fbsw.com or go 
to FBSW.com to learn more.

ment and probate law, and is board 
certified by the Texas Board of Legal 
Specialization in Estate Planning and 
Probate Law.  He is also a Fellow of 
the American College of Trust and 
Estate Counsel.  

Charles is more than deserving 
of the “Old Lawyer of the Year Award” 
because he is, in fact, old.  Howev-
er, the award is not meant to simply 
recognize the ability to stay alive, but 
is in fact meant to recognize local at-
torneys who have been instrumental 
in mentoring the next generation of 
Amarillo lawyers.  Charles has been a 
model mentor for many estate plan-
ning and probate attorneys during his 
entire career.  In fact, Shyla Buckner, 
a Charles King protégé for the last 26 
years, stated that “Charles is a father 
figure to the people he has mentored, 
attorneys and staff alike, and is a 
friend to his clients and colleagues”. 

On a personal level, Charles has 
loved the same woman since middle 
school (his wife Jan, whom he mar-
ried in 1967).  He and Jan have 3 
children, 4 grandchildren, and 1 great 
grandchild. Charles has stated his in-
tention to retire in the coming months 
to spend more time with his family.  
This is the 4th consecutive year that 
Charles has made this comment, so 
only time will tell whether it actually 
sticks.  The AAYLA would like to wish 
Charles well in his retirement, if it is 
actually happening, and would like to 
congratulate him on this prestigious 
award.  

There will be a luncheon on April 
23 at 11:30 a.m. at the Amarillo Club 
to celebrate our 2019 “Old Lawyer 
of the Year” and to bestow praise on 
Mr. King.  And no Charles, there is no 
cash prize associated with the award, 
so please stop asking.    

Whether your trial is in Amarillo or Lubbock, 

My Place has you covered.

AMARILLO

(806) 803-9501
2208 Cinema Drive
Amarillo, TX 79124

LUBBOCK

(806) 701-4196
6219 62nd Street

Lubbock, TX 79424

myplacehotels.com
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AMA-LAW is published monthly 
from September through May by the 
Amarillo Area Bar Association.

Advertisement Rates 
 Single Issue

Business Card $50
Quarter-Page $75
Half-Page $150
Full Page $300
Discounted rates are available for 

multiple issues.  Publication of an adver-
tisement does not imply endorsement of 
any product or service. AABA reserves 
the right to select and edit materials to be 
published. Advertisements are limited to 
those products and services that are 
substantially related to improving the 
legal profession and the legal community 
in the northernmost twenty-six counties 
of the Panhandle of Texas. Contact Janet 
Byars, Executive Director, at 371-7226 or 
director@amarillo-bar.org for more infor- 
mation about advertising in AMA-LAW. 

Contact Us
For more information about your 

local area bar association or for 
address changes, contact Janet  Byars, 
Executive Director, at: 
Amarillo Area Bar Association 
Eagle Center
112 West 8th Avenue, Suite 615 
Amarillo, Texas  79101
e-mail: director@amarillobar.org
Phone: 806-371-7226

Also visit our website at www.amaril-
lo-bar.org for 
information and 
links to both 
local and
state-wide
legal resources.
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By: Brad Howard

“thE WondEr of You”
My Dad grew up poor in rural Oklahoma, loved Elvis Presley, 

worked very hard, raised four boys with no money but lots of love, 
and was a damn good judge of people. My Dad could watch someone 
for just a few minutes and then declare whether they were “good 
people” or full of BS. He was very proud that I became a lawyer, but 
he had questions. Did I treat other people respectfully? He caused a 
fender bender when I was in high school and got sued and deposed, 
and the other lawyer was not respectful to him. Did I look and act 
like a professional? When my Dad got divorced a long time ago, he 
saw a lawyer at the courthouse who was wearing black slacks and 
black tennis shoes. Tongue in cheek, he’d ask me, “You’re not a 
black tennis shoe lawyer, are you, son?” And my Dad really enjoyed 
the movie “And Justice for All,” and wanted to know whether, like the 
lawyers in that movie (including Dustin Hoffman), I cared about my 
clients and other people.

My Dad would have been especially pleased to observe the 
happenings at the First Annual “Beef with the Bench” event on 
March 28th. On that night, dozens of local attorneys gathered to 
raise money to support Legal Aid of Northwest Texas in its mission to 
help other people. A committee of local lawyers chaired by Andrew 
Evans worked very hard to organize the event in very little time. 
Dinner tickets were priced pretty high to raise money, yet tables were 
full of lawyers and their guests. Local philanthropists gave great door 
prizes that were auctioned off to the highest bidders. Dusty Stockard 
cajoled lawyers to pay a little too much to hunt, drink, or wear a 
pearl necklace- all in the name of charity. Judges paid their own 
way and gave their time to entertain guests with a funny rendition of 
Judicial Family Feud, hosted by Judge Schaap (as Steve Harvey). 
Texas Tech basketball fans even missed the first part of their Sweet 
Sixteen game to attend. Kay Pechin and her team stayed afterwards 
with Courtney White, Alex Yarbrough, and a handful of volunteers to 
clean up. Everyone in attendance did a little more than they had to in 

order to support this fundraiser 
for Legal Aid of Northwest 
Texas. How much money was 
raised is unknown at the writing 
of this article, but it was a great 
effort by local lawyers to gather 
for fun to benefit a great cause 
and help others. And there was 
not a black tennis shoe in sight! 
Congratulations to our wonderful 
local bar for stepping up to help 
others.
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Harlow has been honored by the
Amarillo Area Bar Association
with the Chief Justice Charles
Reynolds Lifetime Achievement
Award.  The award is given to an
area lawyer or judge with a distin-
guished legal career who has made
a substantial contribution to the
Amarillo Bar, the community, and
the legal profession.  The award
will be presented to Harlow’s fami-
ly at the Spring Institute Dinner,
which will be held May 4, 2013
at the Amarillo Club.  Harlow
Sprouse was an accomplished trial
lawyer, an expert in legal ethics, a
servant of the bar, and a very kind
person.  He will be missed.

”Page 3

Funny thing about jury in-
structions is that failing to ask for
a particular one in a civil trial
usually means you waived any
complaint about not getting it.
That is not necessarily true in a
criminal trial.  Some must be giv-
en by the trial judge, even if no
one wants them.

”
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      Needless to say, Ray is 
my model of what a lawyer 
should be. His ability to assess 
a legal issue and to determine 
a workable solution to the 
issue in an efficient and well-
orchestrated manner is second to 
none.

” 
                – Page 2

     William has a stated goal of 
out-doing me, and a matching 
track record, both of which 
signaled that I could be in for 
more direct competition than I 
felt I could handle. Nonetheless, 
the firm extended William a 
job offer over my vociferous 
objections, and he joined the 
firm in 2012. Neither of us has 
gotten the other fired, yet.

”               
– Page 3

Long-time Amarillo attorney, civic leader, 
and native son Robert “Bob” Sanders is the 2014 
recipient of the Charles L. Reynolds Lifetime 
Achievement Award.  This is the highest award be-
stowed by the Amarillo Area Bar Association upon 
one of its members. 

Bob Sanders was born and raised in Ama-
rillo.  He attended Vanderbilt University as a stu-
dent-athlete where he earned his undergraduate 
degree while playing varsity golf.  In 1960, Mr. 
Sanders obtained his law degree from Southern 
Methodist University School of Law and became 
licensed to practice law that same year.

Mr. Sanders had a very distinguished and 
diverse legal career.  From 1971 – 1987, Judge 
Sanders served as United States Magistrate Judge 
for the Northern District of Texas, Amarillo Di-
vision.  In private practice, former Judge Sanders 
was a partner in the Amarillo law firms of Sanders, 

Baker & Jesko, SandersBaker, PC, the Underwood 
Law Firm, and Sprouse Shrader Smith, PC.  Mr. 
Sanders provided legal advice and counsel to area 
businesses, families, educational institutions, and 
healthcare providers.  Mr. Sanders has particular 
expertise in the field of education law and is a for-
mer Director of the Texas Association of Commu-
nity College Attorneys.  He is a past president of 
the Amarillo Area Bar Association.  

Mr. Sanders not only devoted himself to the 
practice of law practice, but continually gave his 
time and energy to the Amarillo community.  He 
served as president and as a general member of the 
Board of Trustees for the Amarillo Independent 
School District, coached for Kids, Inc. and the 
Pony League baseball programs, and performed 
community service through the Amarillo Maver-
ick Boys and Girls Club, Goodwill Industries, Big 
Brothers/Big Sisters, Tascosa Excellence Council, 
and Austin Middle School Excellence Committee, 
just to name a few.  Mr. Sanders was a founder of 
the Amarillo Community Prayer Breakfast.  He is 
a past recipient of the Amarillo Globe News “Man 
of the Year” Award.

In addition to his law practice and commu-
nity service, Mr. Sanders and Bonnie, his wife of 
fifty-four years, raised a great family.  The Sanders 
have four boys that have grown into very successful 
men themselves.

Judge Reynolds would be proud and honored 
that Bob Sanders is receiving the award created in 
his name.  Please join us on May 3, 2014 at the 
Amarillo Area Bar Association Spring Institute din-
ner where we will present Mr. Sanders with this 
well-deserved award.     

2014 Recipient of the
chaRles l. Reynolds lifetime

achievement awaRd:
RobeRt R. sandeRs

youR baR events - may 2014 youR baR events - may 2014
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    Tongue in cheek, he’d ask 

me, “You’re not a black tennis 

shoe lawyer, are you, son?” ”             

         -Page 2

     Words are our trade, 

whether spoken to jurors, 

memorialized in a document, 

or printed in a motion. ”                    

                        -Page 5
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AABA members 
will not want to miss 
our last monthly AABA 
luncheon of the fis-
cal year, which is on 
Thursday, April 11th.  
We are very fortunate 
to have Cynthia Garza, 
Special Fields Bureau 
Chief of the Dallas 
County District Attor-
ney’s Office and Chief 
of the Conviction In-
tegrity Unit (“CIU”) as 
our featured speaker 
for April. Ms. Garza 
will be presenting on 
the topic of “Actual Innocence and 
Wrongful Convictions”.  This presen-
tation highlights the importance of her 
work to reverse wrongful convictions, 
including a recent conviction rever-
sal of Steven Chaney. In 1987, Mr. 
Chaney was convicted of murdering 
a Dallas couple. With assistance of a 
dedicated team (including Ms. Garza) 
his conviction was reversed after 31 
years.

Ms. Garza graduated magna 
cum laude with undergraduate de-
grees in Sociology and Psychology, 

with distinction, from 
Southern Methodist 
University in 2001.  
She received her law 
degree in 2004 from 
Dedman School of 
Law.  

Ms. Garza estab-
lished her own law 
firm after graduation 
and later joined a 
criminal defense firm 
where she honed her 
skills in appellate and 
post-conviction crim-
inal defense.  Ms. 
Garza joined the Dal-

las County District Attorney’s Office’s 
Appellate Division in 2008 and joined 
the Conviction Integrity Unit in Janu-
ary 2010.  Ms. Garza served as Acting 
Chief of the Unit for 10 months before 
being named the Chief of the CIU in 
July 2017.  She has been involved in a 
significant percentage of the Unit’s ex-
onerations and has received numerous 
awards for her efforts in the CIU.

Please join us at the Embassy 
Suites on Thursday, April 11th, to wel-
come Cynthia to Amarillo and hear this 
fascinating presentation.

112 West 8th Ave., #615
Amarillo, Texas 79101
806-371-7226

Cynthia Garza


